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ABSTRACT

The Akali Sikhs Movement in early twentieth centwlyich started as purely religious movement forréferms
of Sikh’s Holy Shrines, the Sikh religious hist@icGurdwaras, soon attained a political character lzecame part and
parcel of India’s freedom struggle. Akali movemeatiously known as Sikh Gurdwara Reform Movemert sometime
called Gurdwara agitations. Akali Movement desdlil®w Sikh Community started a long struggle in ¢aely of the
twentieth century for the liberation of their Gurahas and holy places. The Sikh campaign suppoggecally from the
rural masses, took the form for a peaceful agmatipwas religious gathering for the protest dftf3ito assert their right to
manage their sacred places. Finally the Governinadtto bow in front of popular pressure and allbe Sikhs to take
over the guardianship of their Gurdwaras. Gurudveatgpassed in 1925 which made the S.G.P.C a mqadive body of

Sikhs, custodian of all important Sikh holy places.
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INTRODUCTION

In the early of the 20 Century Akali Sikhs started a campaign againstMadants to take over the religious
shrines. Akalies started morcha policy to take awer Gurdwaras, some steps for this purpose weuney ® Bagh
Morcha, Sikhs cut down the woods around the GurB&gh Gurdwara for Guru ka langar police arrestedAkalies at
the complain of mahant a care taker at Guru ka Bifghant complained the Government that the Gurdiwdand was
his own property. The incident of Gurdwara Guru Bag was a painful event in the history of Sikhidviorcha Panja
Sahib was aftermath of Gurdwara Guru Ka Bagh whkh athas want to gave the food to the prisoneGuou Ka Bagh
who took to the Attuck Fort by train, near Hassa& Akali Jathas tried to stop the train. For {hispose many people
lay before the train and lost their lives. Anotlég event was accrued in the history Gurdwara daitlorcha at Nabha
State during the Akhand Path at Gangasar GurdvaaitzoJ This time again the authorities arrested tanired the Sikh
Community, it was worst when police fired on noolent Akali Sikhs during the Akhand Path of Guruath Sahib at
Jaito, Police wanted to disperse Akalies. Akaliea-miolent throughout the agitation and completeel Akhand path at
Jatio which made the Akalies more famous amongptaple. Gurdwara Reform Movement was at the peaikglthe
Jaito Morcha. During the Gurdwaras Reform strugglali Sikhs learnt the technique of non-violenoenfi Gandhi which
was very effective during the campaign and theycseded to achieve their goal. Gurdwara Reform Maréns very
significant in three ways firstly Gurdwara Movementated sense of confidence and courage amorigdtens that the
British could be forced to meet their genuine dedsathrough a non-violent mass movement; secondyatight near
Akali Dal and Congress leadership to each otheiglwiving a great motivation to the freedom movetria Punjab and

thirdly the S.G.P.C. and the Akali Dal provided thstitutional and organizational structure to @sh the ambitions of
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the newly organized Sikh masses, and the processtam as the training ground for the emerging Skdmmunity.
Gurdwara Reform Movement of their five year stragffom 1920-25 the S.G.P.C. and the Shrimoni ARali were not
only able to exile the Udasi Mahants also obtaitiedcontrol over all the important Sikh Gurdwaraough a peaceful
agitation. They also to strengthen the forces dibnalism in Province of Punjab by expelling the hats, Government
appointed these Mahants as managers in Sikh Shainésother vested interests in the Sikh Commurtityer three
hundred large and small Sikh Gurdwaras were liberay the Shrimoni Akali Dals. After the Gurdwarat/As.G.P.C also
controlled the Gurdwaras and collect the large arhaf these Gurdwaras, it increased the religicespect of the
Committee among the Sikh Community. At the end lé struggle for Gurdwara Reforms Gurdwara PerbHanda
Committee was very famous all over the India anthb@e the popular party of Sikh Community. The Akagjitation came

to an end after passing the Gurdwara Act 1925 alehse of Akali leaders. On the other side Govermmere taken

some positive stepsto reassure the Sikh Commuiigli gave new direction to the Sikhs Community.
THE PLACE OF GURDWARAS IN SIKHISM

Sikh Shrines which are called Gurdwars in Sikhiimey are also called Dharmsals. Gurdwaras playad ndle
in Sikh religion. The first few Gurdwaras were étighed by Guru Nanak ji who was the founder of 8ikh faith and
created a new society. He gave a new spirit oftdiftheir people. Guru Nanak visited throughoutdbantry and preached
the name of God. Where he went he set up a womage. Guru Nanak gave the utmost important tacSegat in Sikh
religion. Guru Nanak set up an assembly of womeahraen called Sangat who built the shrines. Peoglbeg in these
shrines and sing hymens together. Firstly shrimesigled the place of meeting where they discussymaligious issues
secondly celebrated many occasions with great d@evdtere. After Guru Nanak other Gurus and some Sikh palitic
leaders also established new Gurdwaras in Sikhzandwaras are the source of new sprite of hopecagate a unity
among the Sikh community. Gurdwaras show the pralcierformance of the teaching of Baba Guru Naha®urdwaras
are the center of Sikh religion which shows thetyuaind no class, creed conflict among the Sikhsd@aras not only
convey the message of Gurus also a place wherdepdizguss many general issues and discuss differglfare matters
of the Sikh community' The first Guru Nanak Dev had laid great stress amg&t in Sikh religion. He had laid stress on
sangat by pangat due to Sikhs gather in Gurdwasa®mly in the morning also gathered in the evenifgey also eat
together after the prayérsin Sikh history Gurdwaras are as symbols of pantmity. In Sikhism Guru Granth Sahib

regarded as the spiritual guide and the Khalshesdrporal symbol of the Guru.
CARE TAKER OF THE SIKH SHRINES

During the downfall period of Mughals main Sikh Bles under the Udasi Mahants which had not longshai
These Mahants look after the Gurdwaras. Britishugetanals system throughout the West Punjab, wiechfertile the
soil. Due to this canal system the income of thel laf Gurdwaras increased so much. During the desfoRaja Ranjit
Singh, he was built and rebuilt Gurdwaras a larggperty and land included with these Gurdwarasaryd income of
these Gurdwaras was in the hands of Mahants, wtucisidered themselves the masters of these landst & the
Mahants were greedy after increased income of thiem$ikh Shrines. A major part of Gurdwaras incaméheir hands
so they decreased amount for Gurdwaras affairs.cobheipt Mahants started wrong activities in Gurchga they reaped
devoted women who came there for religious affditey also did much wrong deed in sacred placesy Btarted put

idols in Gurdwaras, they also put some idols intBarSahib but in 1905 Singh Sabah was succeedrioves the idols
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from Darbar Sahib. These things made the Sikh Comitsnagainst the Mahant and they feel to liberagrtGurdwaras
from these Mahants. They started campaign fomthipose throughout the Punj4b.

AKALI WAVE PRODUCE IN SIKHS

Last quarter of the eighteenth century Sikh migalti@d set their quarter at Amritsar near to Da8adiib. Akalis
were divided into groups, first a small group whimimtrolled the Akal Takht and second a large grofimlers which
dominated the Darbar Sahib. The first group of Akabd supremacy over Sikh Sardars. The seconggrmas jealous
from the intellectuals and tried to establish ttseipremacy on Sardars. Sardar drove them away Amonitsar. But when
Shah Zaman attacked on Punjab second group of Aketirned to Amrtisar in large number for the pctibn of Hari
Mander. Now Sardars began to respect thégain early in the 19 centuryhen Mahants used the income and donations
of the Gurdwaras for their own purposes not foigielis purposes. Some Mahants had permitted smakirgacred
places, engaged dancing girls and some had pldotglin the Gurdwaras. Sikhs had made requestet@tivernment to
investigate the situation but nothing was done H® Government. The Sikhs had fed up with the manage of the
Gurdwaras. Sikhs had started a campaign in 190tanthnd the Government to replace the managemehe @éolden
Temple but the Government has no step even aftee than a decade in this directi®When the non-co-operation was
prevailed throughout the country in the meantinteotiuced the organization to better express theKhatsa objectives.
These were Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Comnatidepolitical associate Shiromani Akali Dal. Bottyanizations
were founded in 1920. They started their campaigaliiance with Gandhi and Congress Party. The ativje of the
campaign was got back the Gurdwaras from Mahantshadontrolled it" Gurdwara Prabanhak Committee consisted of
175 members. Sunder Singh Majithia, Harbans SirfgAttari, and Bhai Jodh Singh were elected as aigemt vice-
president and secretary respectively. They alsarozgd the semi-military corps of volunteers. THalh\Dal was raised
and trained the Sikhs to taking over the Gurdwén@s the Mahants. Sikhs started a paper in Gurmkkbivn as Akali.
Due to the pressure of Sikhs Mahants started firtyuto control over the property of Gurdwaras ateb controlled the
lands related to the Gurdwaras. A violence prodwtetarn Taran Gurdwara in result two Akalis weillked and many
injured in this incident” When the Akalis were struggling to take controltiséir Gurdwarashile Hindus had supported
these non kesadhari Sikhs (Mahants). Sikhs moreeagige, in Punjab Legislative Mahtab Singh saidhisxspeech in
1921, he said that the Sikhs do not wish to rermaidinduism, why should the Hindus seek forced $tikchs to do this.
What benefit can Hindus obtain by keeping on Sikhheir community? Why not let them go?Some Hitelders tried
to retrieve the situation, Raja Narindra Nath shldok upon Sikhism as higher as Hinduism” anothkiéndu leader Gokhl
Chand said that they flesh as our flesh and the$of our bones. But it was too I&téAkali Dal movement for taking
control of the Gurdwaras had already been takiagssto liberate the historic Gurdwaras. This wagaceful movement
but at some places where the Mahants were resistenlible arosed. A bloody clash at Tarn Tran fitgr ahat Akali

controlled over the Gurdwara.
GURDWARA BABE-DI-BER

The first Sikh Gurdwara to be reformed through gitation was Babe-Di-Ber at Sialkot. The Udasi Matha
Hamam Singh who was the care taker of Gurdwara BatRer died. His widow with her minor son had apyged as
successor at the Gurdwara of Sialkot. The guarHipnsf this Gurdwara was handed to Ganda Singh bparary

Magistrate. The wave of resentment among the SikmBunity was produced throughout the Punjab agaimst
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Government for this action. Singh Sabhas sent wartelegrams to the Governor Punjab for conveyhmr tprotest
against this action. So the guardian of the Gurdwswever decided to ignore all the popular oppsénd approved the
transformation in favor of the son of Mahant Ham@imgh. The Sikh reformers reacted on it by filingil suit in court
of the District Judge, who ordered the petitiongrspay a court fee of 50,000rupees by 30August019he Sikh
reformers could not collect huge amount of the tgorthe complaint of Sikh reformers was rejectfier failed to
achieve their objectives Sikhs started peacefubtgn. The Sikhs Community organized themselves aleo formed a
Khalsa Sewak Jatha for starting a campaign tomefbe Gurdwaras in the city. According to the neagpamed of action
they started weekly and latter daily services im @urdwara, butthe care taker Ganda' Singh plaad,/ rhurdles in the
way of Sikh reformers but at least they succeedeadking over the control of Gurdwara and startwggin the system of
free langar in Gurdwara, had been stopped by thesildahant. Sikhs held a big elected Committee3omembers who
control the Gurdwara affairs but in the mean whiléGolden Temple the Akal Takhat introduced som& reforms and

diverted the attention of Sikh reformers and sHiffeeir struggle from small town to headquarterSighs at Amritsaf.
NANKANA MASSACRE

In February 1921a tragedy occurred as a resuhefawlessness of Sikhs at Janam Asthan Nankarib. Sdiis
shrine built was on birth place of Guru Nanak JieTragedy occurred due of Udasi Mahants, a satfter the death of
Guru Nanak was adopting by his son Siri Chand drajih Das Mahant was afraid of the attack uporGelwara so he
applied the authorities for protection. Governmesfused to interfere directly in religious matteMahant engaged
pathans and other guards for the protection ofish\ Sikh troop came from Lyallpur to Nankana $atoi control over
the Shriné’The Nankana massacre at Nankana Sahib was knoSakasNankana Sahib in history. Sikh started a fielace
campaign to take back the Gurdwaras from the HWMdtant. The bloodshed of the innocent Sikhs byHimelu Mahants
with the blessing of British Government was sucturaing point in the Sikh history that caused rébithe Khalsa, to
regain their identity as a separate from the Hindlsis bloodshed happening when Sikh started Gumawaform
movement in the early 30century to free their sacred places from the Hiktihants. During the Ranijit singh period he
reconstructed many Gurdwaras not only reconstrubted also attached handsome landed properties méthy of
Gurdwaras. These places have also attracted anmouhe form of nazranas. These properties and iecamde the
Mahants corrupt, who was the care taker of the @ards so they used the money for their own purpdSesdwara
Janam Asthan was under the management of a Malzayah Das in the early ®@entury. He was corrupt man and with
the premises many foul activities were doing in @eardwara. Sikhs protest against the Narayan Dhs. Shiromany
Gurdwara committee made several efforts to meeMdieant to bring about peaceful settlement to $seés and transfer
the management of the Gurdwaras to the Sikhs.guMahant refused to give back the Gurdwara amhpld to use the
force against the Sikhs so the Mahant collectedgthes, pistols and other arms to succeed his pldren the Sikhs had
came to know about this plan made by the Mahatitemame of security. Kartar Singh himself stagehmpaign against
the corrupt Mahant and also organized the Sikhsforovement to bring reforms into the Gurdw#ra#/hen the Sikhs
came to know the conspiracy they offered the Malfianthe peaceful settlement of the issue instdathe fight but he
refused. They decided to free the Gurdwara fromHimelu Mahant Narayn Das on 20 february a Sikh 8bdhJathas
started their campaign. Two hundred unarmed andgbalamen under the leader ship of Bhai LachmamglSiand Bhai
Dalip Singh. When they reached the Gurdwara NaBas ordered their men to kill all of them. Theydiseeapons; guns
fired and killed the Sikh troops. Bhai Lachman $ivgho was wounded with a gunshot was tied to a #@edand burnt
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alive. It was a worst act by the mah&ht.
GURDWARA TURUN TARUN

Gurdwara Turun Tarun has great important in Sildtdny due of morcha policy to liberate the Sikh @Guaras
from Udasi Mahants. In 1921 Government policy clegh@nd trouble started in the region. A Gurdwaraistrict
Amritsar Trun Tarun when a group of Sikhs cameistubs the matter of management of Gurdwara wité ker of the
Gurdwara Trun Tarun was assaulted. A revolt staner@® between Akali Sikhs and Mahants two Sikhsewdted and
round about seventeen injured by the mahants. @ment favored the Mahants so instead of punishiagriahant police
started to arrest the Sikh Akalies who were agdimsimahants. Most of the Akalies went to jail. STthiing made the Sikh

Community more aggressive and against the Govertiftien
KEY AFFAIRS OF DARBAR SAHIB

In 1919 the issue of Golden Temple's management raged because Sikh Community not satisfy with the
management of Gurdwara but the appointment of Sahban 1920 calm the agitation so, temporary stttte matter.
During the year 1920 a movement started in Sikh @anity to build the wall of Rekab Gunj Gurdwaralalhi. A jatha
of Akalis took the control of the Langer khana inl@&n Temple at Amritsar. In November a group d hfembers from
different areas was formed a Committee to manageath Sikh Gurdwaras according to their religioutsials and
ceremonoies. According to the mahants these jatbad force against them and also established afonees to took the
charge of GurdwardSAt the time when Nankana massacre accrued Siklfisredfit in the meanwhile Government gave
another shock to the Sikh Community. The keys ef titeasury of Golden Temple, Amritsar governmentewaken
forcibly in hands. The Akali committee which mandgbe Gurdwara Golden Temple affairs and other @ards had
been controlling the keys of treasury over a ¥eafhe manager of the Golden temple Sardar SunadephSRamgarhia,
was also holding the keys of the tosh khana of &ol@ilemple. When Sardar handover the keys to the elevted
president of the Gurdwara Perbhandek committee Baaaak Singh as he went to give the keys to Bahar&k Singh in
the meanwhile Deputy Commissioner of Amritsar imiagaly sent an assistant Commissioner to colleet kéys of
treasury of the Golden Temple from him. Akali afiga started which famous as “chabian da morchainduthis
agitation thousands of Akalis were arrestédPolice also arrested the president of Gurdwardhedek Committee
Kharak Singh, Secretary Mahtab Singh and Mastea Bingh. They were sent to jail for six months.sThisue also
discussed in the legislative Council Sir Fazal-esédn said in his speech in November 1920 Akali akatbeized the
Gurdwara Punja Sahib at Hassan Abdal. In DecemlyatiAseized Sacha Soda Gurdwara of District Shegkha. In
January 1921 Sikhs seized the Gurdwara Chola inilage of Amritsar and latter Akalies proceeedgd arn Trun there
was bloodshed as a result of a riot. Same incitledthappened at Babe di Ber District Sailkot anGajra Gurdwara
District Lyallpur and Gurdwara Guru Ka Bagh. Afteese incidents shows that need a Legislative Gbimsettle down
all the matters. Government realizing all the peofid and has decided to move the Legislative Cauiacitl appoint the
Committee who examine the questions and preparegslation as may be necessary to meet the exisfingtion.
Council moved a resolution by Sardar Bahadur Mel8atgh: this Council move a resolution to local @mment to
appoint a committee for inquiery of the whole siin@*"" Once again Governor stopped it and he offered ¢lys kack to
the Akalis, but the committee refused to accepkihes Sikh leaders and also handed back the ketyedbolden Temple

to Sardar Kharak Singh but the Committee insished the Government releas the Sikhs those werstadén the matter
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of keys. January 1922 released all the even acletgeld that the Committee was actually the repraBeatof large
section of Sikhs opinion related to Gurdwara refaridow Government had understood the situation gim@&ven some
cases showed sympathy with the even those whoiegrtlye kirpan or wearing the black turbans. Blaatban was the
badge of the Akali party which showed their sorramd pain over the fate of their community. Siklsoabrganized the
Sikh reformers. But the attitude of the local déstbureaucracy did not change. Sikhs were arrestedinuously semi
military organization which called Akali Dal. Mamgtired soldiers joined it and gave up their pensito the organization
which was practiced only for passive resistaffcBuring the agitation activities of keys affair psehighlighted the issue
in Punjab particularly in pro Akali newspapers vetsong react on this issue Panth sewak wrote gheuGolden Temple
keys affair ‘what right has a government to integfen the affairs of Sikh Gurdwaras?’ Akali alsssdebed their anxiety
in these words “on the one side government hastakkay the keys of the Golden Temple and the atigler bureaucracy
has crossed the record to tell a lie”. Press @éit the official action in various part of the pirece. A report from the
C.1.D. official “many jathas from different part$ the Province reached to Amrtisar. A meeting wealsl ln Akali Bagh to
protest against the action of Deputy Commissiok@lent speeches delivered by the Akalies” anotineeting held by
the Gurdwara Perbhandak Committee in which decitddo allow the newly appointed official by thevgonment to
interfere in keys affairs in any way. A protestimgeting was held at Lahore, in November 1921 aéit the Government
actions and warned against retaining their seaifferBnt protesting meetings held in different edilike Gujranwala,
Gujar Khan and some other cities. It was decideithése meetings to illumine the Golden Temple ahéroSikh Shrines
on the occasion of Guru Nanak’s birthday. The noweperation movement was more prevailed in theipogvdue to of
Sikh leaders especially Dan Singh and Jaswant Sivegh much adopted the movement so the Governmeetedt to
arrest these leaders. Police arrested the leaden they were addressing to a Sikh Diwan at AjoaeNovember 26,
1921. When Akalies heard this news reached theldjad continued the proceedings of the Diwan. St&P.C. passed
a resolution called the Sikhs hold the religiousv@r everywhere to explain the facts about the laffair of Golden
Temple. The Committee further advised the Sikhartange a strike on the arrival of Prince Walekh Sioldiers and all
the Sikh prisoners refused to attend the functemremony in the honor of Prince. The boycott movedheyAkali leaders
frightened the Government and they decided to daheevisit of the Prince. In the meantime manyhSikaders were
arrested, the situation tenser when the arrestddi&aders refused to put up any defense on theadipat they were non-
cooperators, they were convicted and awarded withishment. Government arrested the main Akali lesad@ad sent
them to different sentences. After this the poptylarf the movement increased throughout the prowiriccording to the
C.1.D. official report “agitation had spread vergst throughout the ruler areas of the province @ajpe Lahore and

1 XX

Amritsar”.
GURDWARA GURU KA BAGH MORCHA

In August 1922 another horrible incident accruedsatu Ka Bagh in Sikh history. Guru ka Bagh meaa th
garden of the Guru, the small sites of the Gurdweaa built in the memory of Guru Arjan. This Gurdwas situated
twelve miles away from Amritsar District. Controggrabout the management of the Guru ka Bagh carkeow when a
meeting held by the Akali committee in the shrifbe purpose of the meeting was to press the mdbatite reforms in
the shrine. An agreement was near to pass betweerpmmittee and the mahant of the Gurdwara GumB&gn. Sunder
Das a Hindu mahant was the care taker of Guru KghBln March 1921 Sundar Das revolted against fieeanent. He

occupied the office of the management committeedsstiroyed all the records. Six months later inabgence of Sunder
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Das, an Akali jatha came to the Shrine and nottbedGurdwara management was in troutfedugust 1922 Akalis cut
down the trees around the Gurdwara as used as$ofutle preparation of Guru-ka-langar. Sundar D&sHindu mahant
complained against the Akalis to the district auties he claimed that they theft the woods from pioperty. A local
magistrate rule that the mahant were legally thie taker of the shrine unless evicted through @wilrt. Police arrested
the Akalies who cut down the trees. After few week$arge number of Akalies cut down the trees uticke instructions
from Gurdwara Parbhandk Committee. Sunder Das caimgd again to the district police and Akalies wamnested were
who involved in it. Punjab Government ordered thége of Guru ka Bagh to protect the mahant andt f®perty. The
Government act made the akalies more aggressigpitdgoresence of police again attempts were nadettdown the
trees from the lands of shrine, Police took actiod arrested a large number of AkaffésAccording to an official report
‘in the year of 1922 the condition of lawlessnessvpiled throughout the province 5000 people werested who were
connected to the Guru ka Bagah affair. Populatiothe jails increased the average of the peoplerisons over the last
five years.” The brutality and inhumanity prevailadGuru ka Bagh, nonviolent and peaceful groughefAkalies were
sent to the jail. They started their campaign plalgeeven at Amritsar and now Guru ka Bagh campai@eport of the
Congress Guru Ka Bagh Inquiry Committee, appoirtesib Committee the members of the sub CommittegsideS.
Shrinvasa lyengar, Chairperson, M.R. Jayakar, Barriat Law, Moulana Muhammad Tagqi, Vakil of DeldiM. Sen
Gupta, Barrester-at Law and Mr. S.E. Stokes withf.pRuchi Ram Shani as the Secretary to enquireni@e matter
Guru Ka Bagh and submitted their report to the IAlia Congress Committee. Committee met differeithesses and
collected the evidences. According to the Commitigieion Government was anxious to crush the agitaif the Akalies
on political level. Government persisted in theigwanent that they were justified in dispersing 8ikh troops because
they were doing illegal deed so under criminal pohae Code section 127 and 128 it was moral duityestigate briefly
the situation for any civilized Government. It isr@minal act for such a deed. According to the ynaiinesses police was
used Lathies to beat the Akalies very harshly. Cdtemcollects evidences from some responsible ddarns, and other
responsible persons from the civil society who géneeevidence to the Committee. According to thetiee 127 and 128
gathering of any four or five people who creatdutlsance of public peace disperse them. Commit@&kis its report, a
large number of withesses have assisted us wiih wlews about the incident; according to them 9gAst 1922 to 24
August 1922 police resorted to arrest the peadéfalies at Guru ka Bagh and sent to the jailss itlear to us that Akalis
had no attention to lose or damage to any pers@nwiey cut the woods. Akalis were non-violent vehtile incident
when they beaten by the police marched and sinBatgSri Akal and Wahe Guru ki fateh. Hospitals widhed with the
Akalies injured people, doctor Pertab a withess shyring the fifteen days of beating he saw moghefAkalies were
beating most barbarous w&Y. Government during the debates Ganpat Rai saidsisgeech, Government should work
for the welfares of Sikhs as well as for the MakaMaulvi Muharram Ali said in his speech, Sirldlito ask a question if
the Bill pass S.G.P.C does not allow the board @mh@issioners to take possession of the GurdwarausecS.G.P.C are
opposing this Bill what remedy has been proposesligh a case. When the S.G.P.C does not possas&amdwaras and
arrests will be restarted as before. Mian Fazl-6&ln said, the people opposed the Bill so | feahtike a speech once
again. There are 26 sections in this Bill now désion on the section of 28! Negotiation between Punjab Government
Sikh legislative members had made slow progresslblyt 1922 an agreement had been reached on bdasiipfes on
which Gurdwara bill was formed. Initial draft ofibivas related to the Sikh Gurdwara and Shrine18R1 which selected

by the Committee.
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Due to of some crucial modifications Sikh legistatdisagreed to accept the bill. The board of thraroissioners
was to take the temporary charge of all the digpsteines and also start an inquiry to find thgiarand history of the
shrines to settle down the matter. Initially boardde a Committee whose three members one fronetheners, second a
Sahajdhari Sikh and third a British officer memb&he Sikh legislative members refused to acceptitheiry and

temporary management. Sikhs could not accept thefémence of the others in Sikh religious affairs.
BABBAR AKALI

When the Sikh Community struggle for to control otlee Sikh Shrines, Sikh made the Gurdwara Partdiand
Committee and Akali Dal who struggled for the Guadavreforms in the meantime a group of Sikhs wispined by the
Akali agitation and started a movement against@bgernment. Before they start a movement, they ke the British
army but Jallianwala massacre and martial law evergde them against the Government so they resigordthe job.
After the Nankana massacre they were selected aksAkut during the morcha policy they did noklithe police torcher
non-violently so they started a new movement agdies Government later it known as Babbar ARaliPolice behavior
at Guru Ka Bagh produced some underground terroristements. Most of the terrorists came from Glgdty; two
most famous terrorists were Kishen singh BidangMadter Mota Singh known as Babbar Akali. They skeir agents to
the North West Frontier province and Indian stald® purpose to took the soldiers from the armytazid them to fight
against the Governmefit' Babbar Akali Jathas were threating violent againsse who against their movement and also
doing cyclostyle activities against Government. BabAkalies belong to Doaba, all Doaba were famfmusterrorist
activities. Government tried to disperse their nmogat but when police attacked on never found th®pecial terrorist
police with the help of local authorities took stegmyainst the Babbar Akali&¥' The Babbar Akali movement was very
active from 1922-1923. Many Government officialsl @upporters were singled out and killed. The Enteng took place
with the police during some rare feats of brave seiftsacrifice by Babbar Akalies. The Governmesaated with firmness
and eagerness. April 1923, Babbar Akali Jatha veataded an unlawful organization under the Crimirealv Act of 1908.
Cavalry and infantry units were established antostad in sensitive areas, with the help of magtss on duty. Military
and special police created a force to seize Balthaisg sheltering themselves in the Sivalik hildter every two weeks
propaganda fliers were dropped from the airplatiespurpose to strengthening the morale of thelistyakalis " The
violence period of Bubbar Akalies was short bueinse, in a few months they done terrorist actiwitie Jallundur and
Hoshiarpur. In 1923 a violence wave was spent,raady Babbars had been caught by the police 62 Balpha up for
trial. 22 Babbars were turned to witnesses forGbgernment. During the trial six men including ishen Singh Bidang
were condemned to death and other were sent tonptiGovernment policy for Akalies was more harderdalies were

more aggressive for control the Gurdwaras. Politteide became harsher for the Akali prisorn&fs.
SAKA PUNJA SAHIB

After the incident of Guru ka Bagh, when Akalis the trees for Guru ka langer around the Guru kghBshrine.
For this act Sikh Akalies were arrested in largenbars and sent them to the jails. After 15 Septerab®stings were
closed and Government decided to send these prisdmenther cities jails. A train who took the jpriers of Guru Ka
Bagh from Amritsar to Attock on 29 October 192% thain had to pass near the Hasan Abdal followogning. The
Sikh Community of Panja Sahib decided to serve al teethe Akali prisoners but, when Sikhs reachedrailway station

with food, they came to know by the station matteat the train was not stopped here. They appehbgdrains had been
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stopped at other places for the prisoners to betHere. But it was not possible so the two who weegling the Sikh
Sangat, Bhai Pratap Singh and Bhai Karam Singhdddcivhen the whistle of train heard that the tegiproaching sat
crosslegged in the middle of the track. Many oth&igh men and women, followed them. The train-glrigaw them
suddenly slowed down the train tried to stop théntbut before it stopped had run over eleven ef3tkhs who laid down
the railway track. They were died including to BRRaatap Singh and Bhai Karam Singh, that day. Téeddodies of
these leaders were taken to Rawalpindi where theg Wwurnt on 3t November 1922. They were remembered as martyr’s
three-day religious fair to be held in their mematyPanja Sahib from 30 October ftbNovember every year. This is also
known as Saka Panja Sahh.

BHAI PHERU MORCHA

A series of campaigns started in the second dech@@8" century for the reformation of their holy Shrinds.
Lahore district near Bhai Pheru in the memory oBRheru (1640-1706), a devote leader during tine ©f Guru Har
Rai. It was an important shrine for Sikhs, haveXl) @cres of land the management of this shrinkérhands of Mahant
Kishan Das. S.G.P.C a representative of the Sikinf@onity had taken over management of some majanesyrmahants
who were the care taker of the Sikh Shrines hadestavoluntarily handing over Shrines to the GurthwRarbhandk
Committee Kishan Das who was the care taker of BiEru Gurdwara transferred the control of the Gard to the
Committee. But after some timehe denied for theeamgpent which signed with Committee and add pettiomno
Government for Shrine and the lands returned to Riotice arrested the manager Jagat Singhand etglienmembers of
the Committee. Deputy Commissioner of Lahore wagawor of the Committee, the representative of Gwwdwara
Committee arrived to take charge from Kishan Dasthmr of Narain Das care taker of Gurdwara Nank3ahib.
Mahantcomplaint police that the Akalis were forgitdhking control of his property. Police arrestekbls from the Bhai
Pheru Gurdwara January 1924. Government gave thpomary charge to the Pala Ram tenant of Kishan Dashe
Shrine and land. Akalis Sikhs launched a morchahai Pheru. Akali Sikhs started marching to Bhaghfrom different
parts of the district™ During the campaign at Bhai Pheru Government disions continued with the Sikh member of
Legislative Council. A sub Committee of five menmbesrganized by the S.G.P.C these private discusswith

Xii

Government were not ended until the end of Apri23.
NABHA STATE AND JAITO MORCHA

Next clash came between Government and Akaliesaibhidl State. Maharaja Nabha was deposed and exiled b
the Government due to of many reasons. When hetdiah the charge refused to invite the British nauguration
ceremony. Many incidents occurred in that year, whe had taken the charge including personal ditesy by the
Governor towards hifi™. Maharaja was highly educated man and also a meafbimperial council, stood against the
Government. He was a religious reformer and hadtgievotion with Sikh Gurus. He had open relatidth \urdwara
Parbhandak Committee and Akali®%. The Mahraja of Nabha State Ripudaman Singh hanftacerner for the Akali
agitation, this thing made the Government agaimstdand inquiry of Mahraja started which conductgdlbstice Steward.
This news shocked and anguished the Akalies, stiegram to Viceroy demanding for set up an ing@ommittee for
investigation that the Mahraja Ripudaman Singhédréor exiled by the authoriti&¥’. Shrimoni Gurdwara Committee
challenged the Government action against Mahrafdattha and asked to publish the whole truth. Adegrtb the treaties

between British Government and Phulkian states,e@uuent has no power to depose any Sikh Maff&jaSome
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moderate members of Committee opposed the Nabab;itlsey felt that it was a political issue notedigious so we
should not take questions about Mahraja’s restmmatiAccording to these members if they support khahraja
Government must injure the feelings of the Sikhst B the general meeting of the Committee decittedupport the
Mahraja and continued the agitation till he wadaesd. Indian National Congress also supportedAtkedies in Nabha
issue. Congress also passed a resolution in fdvékalies agitation. Government against the Akatdership and issued
a notification on October 1923 according to shrimékali Dal and other Jathas organized by the Adsalvere declared
unlawful associations. After the notification dllet members of S.G.P.C. were arrested in Nabha lendjed of treason
against the princely staté"" Sikhs started protest against the Government dadisAstarted Akhand Path in Gurdwara
Jitao ke. Troops of Sikhs reached Jitao ke frorfediht districts to Nabha State so that they pagte in protest against
Government™ " During the Akhand Path of Guru Granth Sahib aoJinh Nabha State police interrupted the Sikhs and
arrested most of the Sikhs. Administrator of NaBlate decided to use force against the Sikh treopsng to Nabha. In
1924 when a Jatha of 500 Akalies arrived to Nahfthaaities were asked to open fired on to dispénseAkalies™™™ A
troop of 500 Akali Jatha lay down their lives atr@wara Gangasar. A final sermon Akhand Path adairtesl by Akal
Takht Government again tortured the non-violenhdatbut Jathas insisted to complete the Akhand. Fai condition
was very miserable horrors at Jato Gurdwara, lmuttbral of the Akalies was very high during the Akt Path even they

complete the Guru Granth Saffib.
GURDWARA ACT 1925

The objectives of the Sikh Gurdwara Reform Movemth# first aim of the movement all the Sikh Gurdagin
which Sikh interested should be controlled by th&.B.C a representative body of Sikh Community.o8dly the
worship and other religious activities in theseisds should be returned to its original and purenfdn Gurdwaras all
rituals should be according to the teaching of SBuru Granth Sahib. Thirdly all the income of th€serdwaras should
be used for the betterment of Sikh Community likerity and educational purposes. Fourthly all tinecfions in these
religious institutes should be controlled by thenthRacommittee of Sikhs. Gurdwara Movement has rientibns to
interfere in any other non-Sikh worship place. Guath Movement has no attention to interfere intjmali matters® A
controversy continued from last three years for ¢bastruction and maintenance of Sikhs Holy buddinGurdwara
Reform Movement is the burning topics in these daysiewspapers, especially in Sikh Community. Then&al
Secretary of Singh Sabha of Amritsar given his spée the light of Gurdwara Act 1925: The managenwrhistorical
Sikh Gurdwaras Punjab, Haryana Himachal and Chanldigs now under the S.G.P.C. according to the Bara Act
1925 Sikh Gurdwara Bill was passed in July 1925. Ther@i gave a great importance to Gurdwara Bill padsed by
the Legislative Council without a single dividedoucil Committee changes and improvements were niadée
Gurdwara Bill. Legislative Council gave more imgorte to Gurdwara Bill and the selected Committeesemed three
days for discussion on Gurdwara Bill. According to the Sikh Gurdwara Act, Sikh used Bwedwaras as public place of
woriship. All those places which established in temories of Sikh martyrs, Saints and a histopesson Sikh used as a
public place of worship. Before this Act, propestidedicated or gifted to any Gurdwara, profit ocoime of these
properties partly divided among them. During thary#945 Kartar Singh suggested an amendment toldésthe local

Gurdwara Committee and handing over to the Ger@uadwara Perbhandk Committ&é.
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PRISONERS OF THE AKALI MOVEMENT

In 1922 S.G.P.C. started its agitation to conth@ Gurdwara Guru-ka-Bagh, when a troop of Akalisanead
from Golden Temple towards the Guru-ka Bagh wemested by the Government. Police used lathis andigh
violence. Sikh stood there and allowed the pol@ddéaten them until they fell unconscious. Many husand Hindu
leaders like Swami Shradhanand and Hakim Ajmal Kiaited again for the Sikh cause and made speeth@siru ka
Bagh*Amrisar Trun Tarun when a group of Sikhs came swuls the matter of management of Gurdwara wit teder
of the Gurdwara Trun Tarun was assaulted. Two Sikbee killed and round about seventeen injuredhgy rhahants.
Instead of punishing the mahants police startedrtest the Sikh Akalies who were against the mahavibst of the
Akalies went to jail™ During the campaign at golden Temple Police aetkshe president of Gurdwara Perbhandek
Committee Kharak Singh, Secretary Mahtab Singh Madter Tara Singh. They were sent to jail for sinths. Once
again Governor stopped it and he offered the kexk bo the Akalis, but the committee refused toeptthe keys Sikh
leaders and also handed back the keys of the Gdldmple to Sardar Kharak Singh but the Committesésied that the
Government will release the Sikhs those were adest the matter of keyd" In Nabah State Sikhs start protesting
against the Government and Akalis started Akhanth e Gurdwara Jitao ke. Troops of Sikhs reachéaoJke from
different districts to Nabha State so that theytipipated in protest against Governm&¥itDuring the Akhand Path of
Guru Granth Sahib at Jitao in Nabha State politeriapted the Sikhs and arrested most of the Sikbmiinistrator of
Nabha State decided to use force against the &kips coming to Nabha. In 1924 when a Jatha of AGlies arrived
Nabha authorities opened fire to disperse the Ak&H Urging the resolution to release the Akali prissneas moved in
Punjab Legislative Council passed the resolutioth \&istrong support of both Hindus and Muslims. &ament official
admitted that during the Hindu Muslim riot in 192&ny Akalies helped the Government to maintainsiheation due to
of these services Governor ordered to release AB@lles who were arrested in 1922 at Guru ka Baghring the five
year Akali agitation 30,000 men and women wentdib 400 people were killed and 2000 wounded. Selvendred
villagers were terminated from their posts. An wgdeund terrorist organization was known as BabMalis, who was
inspired by the Akali agitation and Ghader PartwuriBg the three years period 1921-1923 Babbar Akatdid many
terrorist acts against Government. In 1924 ninetg-Babbar Akalies were arrested and charges oboany overthrow
the Government and charges of murder and robbenyilitary stores. Included five leaders fifty-fourere sentenced to
death. Eleven were transported for life thirty ¢igkople were sentenced to various imprisonmenots three to seven
years and the remaining thirty four were reledsBdiring the discussion or"Zuly, 1925 in Legislative Council Sardar
Gurbakhsh Sing said, “no doubt a major problenvisng to be solve but the trouble will be set at,rigswill be resolved
only when Government release the Sikh prisonersnaitonally and withdrawal of pending trial, reneowll restriction
on the pilgrims to Jaito, freeing of kripan fronh mstrictions™ After the settlements Government has not yet seléahe
Gurdwara prisoners Congress Party raised the igsits,opinion that there will be no proper settent of Gurdwara Act
until the prisoners are unconditionally released.

The case of the Akali leaders had been dragginigedore court of a special magistrate first at Agaiitand later
at Lahore Fort for three years at last came torah Bunjab Government decided to withdraw all thresecutions against
the remaining Akali under trial prisoners. Now tBentral Gurdwara Board for which the Sikh Gurdwaca provided has
been constituted. This announcement was made bgotlesel for Akali leaders before the special ntagfis in 1926. At

last a long chapter of the struggle end betweeridgkaviahants and Government reform for Sikh GuméwaThe news of
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the withdrawal of the prosecutions, Akali leadresrevfilled with great joy and said that their sglegwith Government
was happily ended and the management of the Guadweas in hands of Sikhs. Forty-four Akali leadeese released on
this day Sardar Kharak Singh whom Akalies regamketheir Jathedar or foremost lealleAccording to the Act control
of most Gurdwaras in hands of Sikhs, but Governearcthat only those who withdrawn their old deadsild free. A
group of Akalies led by Mehtab Singh agreed to emafe with Government were released. A large numlbe3ikhs
included Baba kHarak Singh and Master Tara Sinfiseel for conditional released. But after few menititer they all

were released unconditionally and condemned MeBtagh’s party out of the S.G.P"C.
CONCLUSIONS

Gurdwara Reform Movement is very significant inethrways firstly Gurdwara Movement created sense of
confidence and courage amongest the Indians teaBtiish could be forced to meet their genuine deds through a
non-violent mass movement; secondly it brought mgali Dal and Congress leadership to each othéichvgiving a
great motivation to the freedom movement in Purgad thirdly the S.G.P.C. and the Akali Dal providkd institutional
and organizational structure to respond the amistimf the newly organized Sikh masses, and theepsoto acted as the
training ground for the emerging Sikh Community.r@uara Reform Movement of their five year strugfylam 1920-25
the S.G.P.C. and the Shrimoni Akali Dal were ndiy@ble to exile the Udasi Mahants also obtainedabntrol over all
the important Sikh Gurdwaras through a peacefubtigh. They faced the pains, sorrows with greatrage during the
whole campaign. They were arrested during the tgjitat different historical Sikh places like Guraha Nankanka Sahib
a turning point in Akali movement, Key affairs ofolden Temple, Gurdwara Guru ka Bagh, Gurdwara P&ajaib,
Gurdwara Bhai Phero and Gurdwara Gangasar JaiMabah State, but had not lost their courage ane loloping the
whole agitation. They also strengthened the fomesationalism in Province of Punjab by expellinge tMahants,
Government appointed these Mahants as manageishrSBrines and other vested interests in the 8dthmunity. Over
three hundred large and small Sikh Gurdwaras wiberdted by the Shrimoni Akali Dals. After the Guata Act
S.G.P.C. also controlled the Gurdwaras directly aaliected the large amount of nazranas and themecof jagire,
attached with the Gurdwaras. It increased theicelggrespect of the Committee among the Sikh Conitmut the end of
the struggle for Gurdwara Reforms Gurdwara Perbhlai@bmmittee was very famous all over the India hedame the

popular party of Sikh Community.
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